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Santa Came to Town!
Santa left the North Pole for a few hours and joined 

us at our Polar Express Christmas Party! Clients, 
members, staff, family and guardians all came

together to celebrate the holidays. The time spent 
with family and friends is something that we all

treasure. We want to thank all of those who were 
able to attend and help us celebrate. We have made 

so many memories in 2019 and we can’t wait
 to make even more in 2020!
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Shannon’s Sentiments

Welcome Jeff!

Welcome Jean!
 We’ve added another great leader to the Opportunity Living team! 
Jean Lampe has jumped on board to be our new Purchasing 
Supervisor. Jean comes with 30+ years in purchasing, from working 
at both Farner-Bocken Co. and The Graphic Edge. Jean resides on an 
acreage close to Lidderdale with her husband. They have two
children, one who recently got married, and an 8th grader who keeps 
her and her husband young. She enjoys camping with her family, and 
kayaking down the river on a Sunday afternoon in the summertime. 
Welcome to the team, Jean. We are excited to have you!

After Dennis Mason retired, Jeff Patterson stepped into the role of 
Director of Transportation and Maintenance. Jeff has 12 years of 
experience working in the field and is excited to take on his new role 
here at Opportunity Living where he has been employed since 2018. 
Prior to Opportunity Living, Jeff owned his own business as a Horse 
Shoer. Jeff lives near Rinard with his wife Mary, who is the Executive 
Secretary at Opportunity Living. They enjoy their furry friends, which 
consist of 3 dogs and 4 horses. Mollie and Lacey, 2 of their dogs, join 
them daily at Opportunity Living. In Jeff’s free time he enjoys
pheasant hunting and horseback riding. We are excited to have Jeff 
lead our Maintenance Team. 

Welcome to the year 2020! I hope it is going to be an exciting year for
everyone. We have so many fun things planned this year. First, we have 
kicked off our yearlong fundraiser, Operation SOS, for the swimming pool. 
Besides Operation SOS, we also look forward to our annual Easter
Egg-Stravaganza and all the fun baskets that are donated to us. New this year 
to our FUNdraising efforts, will be our first annual fall banquet on November  
7th. We are excited to announce Felix and Fingers Dueling Pianos will be the 
entertainment for the event! As always, the support from all of the donors 
both big and small never go unnoticed in my eyes. I cannot tell you how 
grateful I am to all of you for dreaming just as big as I do for our clients and 
members! -Shannon

Tony Evans Photography
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Knights of  
Columbus

Opportunity Living Receives 
$56,200 Grant!

We are proud to announce that we have received the Community Facilities Grant from USDA for $56,200 for 
handicap accessible van(s)! Opportunity Living will contribute $18, 800 received from donors in 2019, thus being 
able to purchase $75,000 in van(s) to safely transport our clients. 
“We are proud to assist Opportunity Living with a grant to help with the  purchase of these accessible vans and 
equipment,” said Grant Menke, USDA Rural Development State Director in Iowa. “Rural areas thrive when modern 
and accessible education, health care, public safety and or growth and prosperity in rural Iowa. We would love 
to work with any rural community on projects that improve the quality of life for rural Iowans. Please contact our 
Storm Lake office at (712) 732-1851 ext. 4 and visit with a team member today.” 
Jayne Wilhelm, Opportunity Living Community Relations and Development Director added, “We are full of 
gratitude for the support of our donors and USDA for this opportunity that will make a big difference in the lives 
of the clients we serve. Watch for pictures and more information when the van(s) arrive!”

Mike & Stephanie Corey-Patterson
Ariel Eberle
Charlys Folk

Amanda Harris
Roger & Barb Hart

Donna Hollars
Cale & Cynthia Kistler

Knight of Columbus- Iowa State Council

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS:
Kevin & Sandy Banwart

Brittany Barron 
Jordan Beidler
Kelsey Beidler

Angela Bigelow
Nitaya Blades

Norman & Jan Buenger
Sherry Cates

Julie Lamaak
Henry Lauck

Don & Shannon Mahannah
Dennis & Karmin Mason

Tabatha Mendoza
Brock & Liz Meyer
Brook Mikkelsen
Mollie Mortensen

Duane & Darcy Murley
Jeff & Mary Patterson

Elmer Prescott
Jennifer Scott

Steve & Patty Sharkey
Lowell & Peg Stoolman

Kevin Van Every
Jill Westcott

The Knights of Columbus proudly supports Opportunity Living throughout the year. They so
 graciously gave to our handicapped accessible van project and now have kicked off giving for the 
Operation SOS: Save Our Swimming Pool. Jill Westcott, Opportunity Living’s CFO, accepts the 
donation. Thank you so much Knights of Columbus for all of your love and support to our
clients and members!
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OPERATION SOS

Opportunity Living is kicking off a desperately needed pool  
repair and upgrade project for our near 30- year-old pool that 
is in dire need of repair. Our project is called OPERATION SOS: 
SAVE OUR SWIMMING POOL! The therapeutic pool is so
important to the clients we serve, the athletes at our local 
schools, and the community members that use it daily. We are 
proud to be the only therapeutic pools (meaning the
temperature of the pool is always above 86 degrees) in the 
area. Opportunity Living has clients and members who are
wheelchair bound and are actually able to walk in the water! 
It will bring a tear to your eye every time! We also have ladies 
from communities in the tri-county area who use the pool twice 
a week doing water aerobics classes. They profess that the pool 
has helped them with arthritis pain management, mobility, and 
they have gained strong friendships. Our pool is your pool. We 
love to have our community come out and enjoy the pool for 
their health, a relaxing swim, school sports, physical therapy, or 
a birthday party. 

Please like us on Facebook and watch for exciting news and events for this project throughout 
2020. We have included a giving envelope should you like to be part of making a difference in the 
lives of the clients and members we serve, the community and surrounding areas!

Opportunity
Living’s

therapeutic pool 
was used over 

5,400 times
last year!

DID YOU 
KNOW?!
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Water Warriors: “DIVE INTO ACTION!”

DID YOU KNOW?

A can full of quarters equals 
approximately $65!

A can full of dimes equals 
approximately $90!

A can full of nickels equals 
approximately $25!

A can full of pennies equals 
approximately $5!

Thank you for committing to help with Opportunity 
Living’s Water Warriors save your change project!

The morning 
Water Aero-
bics class at 
Opportunity 
Living was the 
first group 
of “Water 
Warriors” to 
save change 
for Operation 
SOS: Save Our 
Swimming Pool! The ladies enjoyed a nice lunch at Sweet Things 
with Jayne Wilhelm, Opportunity Living’s Community Relations and 
Development Director, and Janice Knobbe, Opportunity Living’s
Recreation Center Activity Coordinator. The ladies proudly turned 
in their cans and patiently waited for the total to be announced at 
their next class. The ladies raised: 728.71! Thanks ladies for your 
continued support of Opportunity Living!

If you would like to 
“Dive Into Action”

 and be a part of this fun 
fundraiser, here’s  how it works:

Step 1:
A leader of a club, organization or an 
individual group checks out as many 

cans as needed (for example – a book 
club might consist of 10 individuals, so 
the leader would check out 10 cans).

 
Step 2:

The leader signs out a can and 
provides an informational sheet to each 

member of their group.

Step 3:
The member saves their change for a 
month (we ask you do not go door to 

door or set the can on business
counter). Simply save your change or 

deposit a donation into the can!

Step 4:
Return the can to the leader and know 

that you are making a difference in 
Operation SOS: Save Our Swimming 

Pool project!

Step 5: 
The leader will return the cans to Jayne 
Wilhelm and the total will be given to 

the leader after the money is deposited 
into the bank! We will announce the 

earnings via Facebook and send a letter 
to the leader for all to celebrate! 

Please call Jayne Wilhelm at 
712-464-8961 or email

 jwilhelm@opportunityliving.org 
for more information! 
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Always Having Fun!

Danielle is all smiles as Dave Wilson, 
a Farnhamville Firefighter, lets her 
try on his helmet. 

Justin and Angie exchange laughs 
and smiles on their outing to The 
Grotto of Redemption in West Bend.

Mary shows off her masterpiece she 
colored on the touch screens during 
tech time with Julia Seil.

Dr. McClain listened to the clients 
hearts when he came to visit us 
to talk about how he helps in the 
community.

Scary Terry and Rachel the T-Rex 
zoomed the halls on Halloween to 
give us all a good laugh.

Kelly and Rebekah said farewell to 
Debbie Ausborn, at her retirement 
party.

John and Jason, Opportunity Living’s 
Accountant, always go head to head 
to see who is the best. They love a 
little friendly competition now and 
then.

Martin Ulmer, a former Marine, 
joined us at the activity center to tell 
us his experience over seas.
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2019-2020 Memorials

Thank you to all who continue to honor their loved ones with memorial donations to 
Opportunity Living. We are so thankful that their spirit lives on and continues to make an 

impact on the lives of the clients and members of Opportunity Living.

Winter Appeal Donors

Honoring Ronetta

*Every gift is important to us and if we have made an error in listing your name,  
we apologize and want to correct our records. Please call Jayne Wilhelm at  712-464-8961.

American Legion Auxiliary #31
Shirlee Ashbaugh

James & Norene Bauman
Christine Beagle

Paul & Maxine Bettin
Capital Sanitary Supply

Frances Chudy
David & Kathy Cummings

G&S Devore
First Congregational UCC  

Sharon Grote
Grace Hucka

Bruce & Mary Huckett
Paul & Sheila Janssen

Sonia (Toni)  Kerns

Doug Krause
Lidderdale Country Store

Frances Nutter
Don and Cathy Nyren

Odebolt United Methodist Church
Odebolt UMC

Harold & Virginia Olson
Stephen & Carolyn Price-Gibson

Phyllis Remsburg
Donna Scrimager

Raymond & Sharon Vought
Terry & Bev Watters

Dirk & Sherry Wellman
Linda White

Kent & Karen Willis

Doris Stoolman
Andy Streeter

Marlin Struecker
Richard “Dick” Subbert

Harold Webb
Earline Wilson

Marlyn Wuebker

Jill Austin
Kathy Axman

C. Clancy
Phil Eichhorn

Jim Ewing
Margaret Feld
Alice Fitzgerald

Jim & Rose Fogerty

Mary K. Green
Ben Habeger 

Jim Kitchenmaster
Henry “Hank” Lauck

Paul Lauck
Mike Leavell
Terri Leavell
Bill Lindgren

John F Lizer
Lucille Mains

Thelma McMeekin 
Phyllis Morrow
Joann Moulds
Art Pottebaum

Brian Schleisman
Dale Sexton

With heavy  hearts, we are sad to share that we have 
recently lost a member of the Opportunity Living family. 
Roni was a sweet ,  amazing  lady and was loved  by every-
one. She was known for having the best laugh and once 

you had her going, she would not stop. Roni enjoyed  s it-
ting in the bean bag l istening to music, and being onery. 
We are so grateful  for al l  the years and memories  that 
we got to share with Roni.  She wil l  be missed dearly  by 

al l  of those whose l ives she has touched .

“Gratitude 
turns what 
we have into 
enough.” 

– Anonymous



Opportunity Living
1890 E. Main St.
Lake City, IA 51449

OPPORTUNITY LIVING NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
Opportunity Living is a not for profit corporation serving the Lake City and Rockwell City area of Iowa, whose purpose is to offer housing and life-style choices for adult clients/
consumers with developmental disabilities or brain injuries and is licensed or certified by the Dept. of Inspections and Appleas Health Facilities Division or the Department of 
Human Services. Opportunity Living does not discriminate in admission of cleints/consumers based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, martial or veteran satus, 
sexual orientation or physical or mental disabilities. Opportunity Living offers equal employment opportunities to all employees and applications for employment, without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, nation orgin, age, amrital or veteran status, sexual oreintation, or physical or mental disabilites, genetic predispostion or pregnancy. This 
includes, but is not limited to, hiring, placement, promotion, termination, layoff, recall, transfer, leaves of absence, compensation and training.
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Breakfast (free will donation)
8:30 - 10:00 a.m.

Easter Bunny Photos
Begin at 8:30 a.m.

Easter Basket Silent Auction
Bidding ends

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt
9:30 a.m.

Ages: 0-3, 4-7. 8+

Easter
EGG-STRAVAGANZA

Date:

Location:

Saturday,
 April 11, 2020

OPPORTUNITY LIVING 
1890 EAST MAIN ST. 
LAKE CITY, IA 51449

Want to build  
a basket?

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

Design and donate a basket 
valued $25+

Please drop off at Opportunity 
Living (Lake City) by March 27th

If able, check out all the other 
baskets with open bidding April 
10th-11th at Opportunity Living

Join us for a delicious breakfast, 
photos with the Easter Bunny, 
and an Easter egg hunt with 

over 4,000 eggs!


